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The Broads Society

Minutes of the Southern Rivers Sub-Committee Meeting
held on Wednesday 5 March 2014 at The Angel, Loddon 

Present:             Colin Dye  (Chairman),  Don Cleaver, Mike Gross  Robin Godber and David 
Trower

In attendance: Carol Palfrey (Administrator)

1 Apologies for Absence

 David Capp.  John Cressy and Mark Wells were not present.

2 Minutes of the last Meeting

 The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2013, having been 
circulated, were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

       3Matters Arising

3.1 Acle Straight (Minute 4.1)
Robin Godber had attended a  meeting  at County Hall on 30 January to discuss 
the Government’s proposals for dualling the A47 and had stated the Broads 
Society’s current position.  It was clear that there would be many more 
meetings and the Chairman of the meeting had given assurance that the 
Society would be involved.  Robin had also written a letter to the EDP.    The 
Society had informed CNP of the stance it was taking.

3.2 Pegasus Site (Minute 4.4)
It was noted that the development had been approved subject to a lengthy list 
of planning conditions.  Robin Godber offered to prepare a summary of the 
terms of the approval.
He also reported that he had been contacted by a researcher from BBC2 who 
was preparing a documentary on redevelopment of industrial sites and was 
interested in the Pegasus site but had heard nothing further.

3.3 Progress on encouraging visitors to Norwich by water (Minute 6.1)
Don Cleaver reported on a recent visit to the Ribs of Beef pub in Norwich and 
received assurance that mooring was permitted.  The landlord was keen to 
encourage customers travelling by water.  It was agreed that the notice at 
Bishop’s Bridge prohibiting boats from travelling further up river was 
misleading.   Hire boat firms had imposed a voluntary ban on large boats but 
day boats were to be encouraged.  

3.4 Mooring at Reedham (Minute 6.3)
Colin Dye reported that proposals for introducing charges were ongoing but a 
final decision was awaited.   The Society had received a letter from a member 
concerning this issue.
The issue of charging had been raised at the Broads Forum in connection with 
discussions about the problem of waste removal.   

3.5 River Chet (Minute 6.4)
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The dredging programme appeared to be on target.   John Cressy had been 
asked to mark tree roots so that they could be removed.   Two breaches in the 
bank were being dealt with.  It was agreed that the situation should be closely 
monitored and pressure brought to bear in the event of unacceptable delay.

3.7 Commissioners’ Moorings (Minute 8.1)
The letter to Network Rail had not yet been sent.  The Administrator undertook 
to draft something based on the information provided by the Angie Leaper 
(Broads Authority).

4 Matters Arising from the Main Committee held on 21 January 2014 

The Administrator gave a brief resume of the matters discussed by the Main 
Committee at their meeting on 21 January including:   co-option of Keith Bacon who 
would resume his role as Vice –Chairman; proposals for recruiting new committee 
members;   the Acle Straight and the possibility of the Society changing its stance on 
dualling;  River Chet dredging;  Pegasus Boatyard;  finance and proposals for cost 
saving;   CNP;   Broads Charitable Trust;   Harnser and attempts to find a new Editor; 
Anglia Afloat (ideas for topics required); website development; list of issues of current 
concern;  publicity and promotion.
[The minutes of the Main Committee meeting can be viewed on the website or can be 
sent to Sub-Committee members on request to the Administrator].

Trudi Wakelin had attended the first part of the meeting and provided an update on 
the following issues:  dredging;   mooring; St Benet’s Abbey (see also Minute 7.1; tree 
clearance;  sale of River Inspectors’ launches; rise in criminal incidents; transfer of 
management of Trinity Broads to Norfolk Wildlife Trust;  BA investment strategy 
including workshop on mooring priorities to which Paul Savage had asked to be 
invited; implications of the reduction in the National Park grant;  Network rail strategy 
for bridges.
[The notes on the meeting with Trudi can be viewed on the website or can be sent to 
Sub-Committee members on request to the Administrator] 

5 Regeneration of Southern Broads

There had been little activity over the winter months.   A joint letter from the Society 
and the Wensum River Parkway about navigation beyond Bishops Bridge had been 
published in “Anglia Afloat”. 

John Packman had seen a “pedallo” being manufactured by Colin Dye and expressed 
interest in the possibility of using this type of craft on suitable areas of the Broads, 
particularly on the river through Norwich.
   
It was agreed that it would be very appropriate to display a “pedallo” as the 
centrepiece of the Society’s stand at the Norfolk Show instead of the Broads Launch 
originally proposed.

6 Planning 

 7.1. General Planning Issues
In January the Society had considered an application to erect a marquee and ancillary 
building at Ivy House Farm Hotel, Ivy Lane, Lowestoft.  After a site visit and consultation 
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with residents it had been decided that the visual impact would be minimal and there was 
no reason to object.   However, the applicant subsequently submitted an application for 
an extended music and drinks licence.  As this application went to Waveney District 
Council, as the Licensing Authority, the Society was unaware of this proposal until 
alerted by concerned residents.   

Based on this new information, the Society had submitted a strong objection on the 
grounds that the area is highly valued by local residents for its peace and tranquillity and 
the introduction of music and entertainment lasting into the small hours would be highly 
inappropriate.  The site is also adjacent to a Nature Reserve and the anticipated 
disturbance from late night music is not acceptable.

 7.2 Planning Applications and decisions since the last meeting
A list had been circulated.

907(S) - It was noted that an application to allow round year use of warden’s 
caravan at Pampas Lodge Cararvan Park, Haddiscoe, had been refused 

7.3 New Applications to consider

947() – Boathouse Hill Cottage, Gillingham -  Replacement quay heading and 
new mooring cut.   (Maria Hammond) .  David Trower would consider this and 
report back to the Administrator.

948(S) – Compartments 23, 29 and 30, Waveney Riverbank – To create six 
fishing platforms on the rond of Oulton Dyke.  Robin Godber would consider 
this and respond to the Administrator. (Fergus Bootman)

8 A.O.B

8.1 Chairman’s Meeting with John Packman
Robin Godber reported on his recent meeting with John Packman.   The 
arrangement for regular meetings was working well and helped to maintain a 
good working relationship between the Society and the Broads Authority.
 
The Broads Authority was mediating in a dispute over the impact of water 
extraction at Catfield Fen
   
A meeting with Henry Cator had been arranged to discuss the Upper Thurne 
and water extraction.

8.2 Climate Change
Peter Horsefield’s article on Climate Change in the January “Harnser” had 
provoked a number of responses which would be published in the April issue.   
Simon Hooton, the Broads Authority Officer responsible for preparing the 
Broads Authority’s Climate Adaptation Plan, had submitted an article 
explaining the Authority’s position.   All National Parks were required to 
produce a plan.  The Society ‘s role would be to obtain information and press 
for work as necessary.    Pressure needed to be exerted on the Environment 
Agency to protect the coast at Sea Palling and Horsey where breaches of the 
sea defences would have a direct effect on the Broads.
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8.3 Profile of Toll Payers
Sub-Committee members queried the purpose of the Broads Authority using 
resources to carry out a survey to ascertain the profile of toll payers.   It was 
agreed to refer this matter to the Main Committee.

8.4 Navigation Committee
There was unanimous agreement with the suggestion that the Society should 
have a representative on the Navigation Committee.

9 Dates of Meetings 2014


As the February meeting had been postponed until March, it was agreed to change the 
dates of the next two meetings to Wednesdays:     14 May and 23 July

Signed…………………………..  (Chairman)                                                 Date    
…………………………...


